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Dear Parents 
 

As we begin a new school term, we are excited to welcome all our pupils back to school.  A new term 
brings fresh opportunities for growth, learning and achievement.  We look forward to partnering with 
you to support your child every step of the way.  Our dedicated staff have been preparing engaging 
lessons and activities to ensure a productive term ahead.  We encourage all learners to approach their 
studies with enthusiasm, curiosity and a positive mind set.  We also value the important role that you, as 
parent, play in your child’s education.  Your continued support, encouragement and communication 
make a meaningful difference in their success. 
 
Important dates 
Wed 8 Toni Richards’ birthday 
Mon 13 Sport starts 
Tue 14 Gr R, 1 & 8 applications close 
Wed 15 Gr 5 camp – Soetwater 
Thu 16 SGB/FINCOM meeting 
Fri 17 Gr R-3 swimming gala 
  Gr 5 return from camp 
  Lakeasha Johnson’s birthday 
  Hayley Jordaan’s birthday 
Sun 19 Charmaine Hodsen’s birthday 
 
Applications for 2027 
Applications for Grade R, 1 and 8 closes on Tuesday, 14 April.  Grade R is the entry point into Groote 
Schuur Primary School.  We currently have two Grade R classes that proceed to Grade 1 in 2027.  If you 
applied for Grade 1 in 2027 the chances are very slim in securing a place.  Grade 2 to 7 applications for 
transfers open on Monday 3 August and close on Monday 17 August. 
 
Traffic at school 
Please work with us on the movement of traffic on the school grounds.  We have a one-way system that 
allows for school traffic to enter the school grounds from Campground Road through the open gate.  The 
flow of traffic then proceeds towards the sports field and once your children have disembarked, traffic 
leaves the school premises through the open back gate in White Road.  Please remember we have a stop 
and go policy.  This means that once your child has been dropped off, that you leave the premises.  We 
find that too many parents are occupying parking bays once their children have been dropped off.  Please 
be considerate when driving on the school premises and obey the speed limit of 20km/h.  It has been 
reported to me that some motorists are entering via the back gate against the flow of traffic!  Please do 
not exit via the teachers’ car park gate as it causes congestion. 
 
Ascension Day 
Ascension Day takes place on Thursday 14 May and the school will be closed for the day.  Please make 
the necessary arrangements for your children.  There will be no after care on Ascension Day.  
 
 

 
 

   NEWSLETTER 
 

Enter to Learn:  Leave to Serve 
 

mailto:office@gsps.co.za
http://www.grooteschuurprimary.co.za/


Kaskar Tomorrow! 
We are excited for our Kaskar event taking place tomorrow during school hours.  Learners must come 
dressed in their P.T. uniform, creatively pimped out according to their class theme.  We encourage lots of 
enthusiasm and team spirit! 
With the hot weather expected, please ensure your child comes prepared with: 

• Sunblock applied before school 
• A hat 
• A water bottle 

Most importantly, learners must come with excitement, good sportsmanship and a positive attitude for a 
fun day with their classmates.  Please note that this event will take place during school time and parents 
will unfortunately not be able to attend or watch this time around.  We are looking forward to a fantastic 
day of fun and class spirit! 
 
Photo orders:  Individual, sibling and class photos 
Order forms and envelopes were handed out last we.  Payment options are SnapScan, EFT or cash.   
(1)  Cash payments to be placed in the envelope and sent to school with the order form.   
(2)  EFT and SnapScan payments:  Email proof of payment to the photographer's email address, but send 
the order form to school.  Photographer's email address is riaan@sasp-cape.co.za.  Use the image 
number of the photo as reference, e.g. GSP26_4S(31).   
(3)  DO NOT make any payments into the school's account! 
(4)  Class photos can be ordered ON the order form for individual photos. 
(5)  Due date for orders is Friday 17 April 2026. 
 
WORLD BOOK DAY CELEBRATION & CHARACTER DRESS-UP 
Date:   Wednesday, 23 April 2026 
Grades:  Grade R–7 
Cost:  R15 (payable via Karri and cash) 
We are excited to celebrate World Book Day on Wednesday, 23 April 2026.  This special day, inspired by 
UNESCO’s initiative to promote the love of reading, encourages learners to explore the wonderful world 
of books and storytelling. 
To commemorate the occasion, all learners are invited to come to school dressed as their favourite book 
character.  As part of the celebration, learners are kindly requested to bring along the book that their 
costume represents. 
As this event forms part of our school’s 90th birthday celebrations, we want to add to the excitement.  
Learners are encouraged to creatively incorporate the number “90” into their costumes or dress to 
impress in celebration of this milestone.  Learners who do so will stand a chance to win an exciting prize: 
a full-day access pass to Freedom Adventure Park. 
There will also be three prizes awarded for the best-dressed learners on the day. 
For your convenience, here are a few fun and easy costume ideas: 

• Harry Potter – robe, glasses, and wand 
• Matilda – blue dress and books 
• The Cat in the Hat – black outfit with a red bow tie and striped hat 
• Alice in Wonderland – blue dress with a white apron 
• The Gruffalo – brown outfit with face paint 
• Willy Wonka – purple jacket and top hat 
• Little Red Riding Hood – red cape and basket 
• The Mad Hatter – colourful outfit with a large hat 
• Thing 1 & Thing 2 – red shirt with a labelled badge 
• Peter Pan – green outfit with a feathered hat 

We encourage all learners to participate and make this a fun and memorable start to the new term. 
Thank you for your continued support. 
 
 
 



Born to Read 
We are excited to share with you that our annual Born to Read event will take place on 12 August.  This 
special day is always a highlight on our school calendar, as we celebrate the joy of reading and inspire our 
learners to develop a lifelong love for books.  One of the most meaningful parts of the event is having 
guest readers visit our classes to share a story and their love for reading.  If you are interested in being a 
guest reader, or if you know of someone (a family member, community member, or professional) who 
would be willing to participate, please email us at library@gsps.co.za. 
Your involvement helps us create an exciting and memorable experience for our learners. 
 
Extra-murals 
A reminder that our extra-mural programme for Term 2 will start on Monday, 13 April 2026.  A copy of 
the programme, a document giving an overview of sport for the winter season, as well as a Commitment 
Form was sent to parents before the end of last term.  We will be resending the documents for you to 
peruse.  Please don't forget that the Commitment Form must be printed, completed and returned to 
school by Friday, 17 April 2026.  
 
Upgrade of Tennis/Netball Courts 
A project that Groote Schuur Primary would like to undertake in the not too distant future is to convert 
our current Tennis/Netball courts into a multipurpose facility that would cater for Tennis in summer and 
Netball & Hockey in winter.  The surface will also be available for Phys Ed lessons to be conducted 
throughout the school day.  The school has been visited by various service providers and quotes have 
been received indicating the costs of such a conversion.  If any parents have contacts of corporates or 
potential sponsors who would like to get involved with such a project, please contact Duron Wright, the 
Sport Co-ordinator at school. 
 
Yours sincerely 

 
 
 
 

VALENTINE NEFDT 
PRINCIPAL 
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