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Dear Parents 

Staff 

On Friday 17 November, our Grade 7 parents showed their appreciation and their gratitude for all the 

support their children received from the staff at Groote Schuur Primary, by treating them to an 

afternoon tea.  This event was initiated by Michelle Engel and was organised by a team of parents who 

served snacks, cool drinks, sweets, cakes and much more.  A huge thank you to the parents who played a 

part in preparing of the food and sacrificed their valuable time to serve our staff.  This was highly 

appreciated. 

 

Stationery Forms 

Stationery orders are due this week Friday 24 November.  Please place in the box outside the bursar’s 

office. 

 

Lost property 

Many items of lost property have been placed in boxes after being found on the school premises and 

many of the items are new.  Numerous items are unmarked so they cannot be handed back to their 

owners.  Please ensure that your child’s items are clearly marked.  In some instances, your child may 

bring home items that may not belong to them, as they took the wrong school bag or blazer, for 

example.  Please return this to school; we can return the item to the correct owner. 

 

Textbooks 

Textbooks for the various subjects will be collected on the day that specific examination question paper 

is written.  The replacement costs for damaged or lost books will be for the account of the family. 

 

Library 

I would like to say thank you to all parents who supported this term’s book sale.  I was delighted to see 

how much the learners enjoyed that experience.  On 24 November 2023, we will issue our last circulation 

of library books for the year.  Please be advised that learners who have not returned books as yet, must 

return all checked out books by Friday 1 December 2023. 

 

My school 

Thank you for all the families who regularly use their My School cards and provide our school with 

funding.  The latest amount received was R14 491.  If you or a family member requires an additional card 

please contact Wedaad at the finance office for assistance. 

 

FP Awards 

Thank you to all the families who arrived on Friday 17 November to attend the Foundation Phase Awards 

ceremony.  This year the format was somewhat different to previous events and a special atmosphere 

was created for the families and staff. 
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4th Term Extra-murals 

Despite the term being an extremely short one, our learners had the opportunity to participate in various 

cricket and tennis matches, and also swim at a few galas too.  Regardless of the results, the learners 

participated enthusiastically and with tremendous spirit.  At various fixtures and events, our children 

were complimented by parents, teachers and coaches on their wonderful behavior, impeccable manners 

and good sportsmanship.  Well done to all the learners at Groote Schuur Primary who participated in our 

extra-mural programme this year, for always giving of your best, and for being amazing ambassadors for 

the school.  We look forward to 2024!  On Fridays Gr R to 3 dismiss @ 12:30,  

Gr 4-7 @12:50. 

 

Amendment to 2023 school calendar 

In celebration of the Springboks winning the Rugby World Cup, the President declared 15 December 

2023 to be a public holiday.  The public holiday will have an impact on the end of the fourth school term.  

The teachers must remain at school for two days after the pupils leave at the end of the term to 

complete administrative tasks and planning for the 2024 school year.  This means that schools will close 

on Tuesday 12 December for pupils and Thursday 14 December for teachers.  Please make arrangements 

to accommodate the schools closing on 12 December instead of 13 December.  

 

Dismissal times from Thursday 

Yesterday, Our Grade 7 pupils wrote their first final examination paper and will continue until Friday 1 

December. Our Grade 4 to 6 pupils start their final examinations on Thursday 23 November.  As of 

Thursday, our Grade 4 to 7 pupils will be dismissed at 13:00 and our Grade R to 3 pupils will be dismissed 

at 12:30.  This arrangement has been put in place to alleviate traffic congestion.  This arrangement will 

be in place until 11 December.  School will dismiss at 11:00 on the last day, 12 December 2023 

 

Letter from a Parent 

Good Morning Mr Nefdt and GSPS Staff 

 

I would like to take this opportunity to express our  Family's gratitude and love in terms of the journey we 

embarked on with GSPS since 2012/13. It has truly been an experience not only for our kids but as parents 

that we will treasure it for life. 

 

From the onset in applying to the school for the first time to have our daughter enrolled and accepted by 

GSPS was just an absolute pleasure, being greeted by the friendly and certainly caring & helpful 

receptionists / front office staff (here I have to mention and single out Julie & Deonie), what a pleasure to 

have dealt with them and be greeted and assisted by them throughout this journey. 

 

Every teacher, assistant teacher, support staff, office / admin staff & aftercare staff has played their part 

and have impacted our kids’ lives in a way that they are now capable of tackling anything in life and face 

the challenges in front of them with a positive attitude and outlook. 

 

I would like to thank each and everyone who played their part and I might not know them by name or 

mentioned them below but the grade teacher that we interacted directly with I would like to highlight 

below. 

 

Our daughter: 

Grade R - Ms Shaw (maiden surname)  Grade 1 - Mrs Walters 

Grade 2 - Mrs Barnard    Grade 3 - Mrs Marx 

Grade 4 - Mrs Smith     Grade 5 - Mr Claassen 

Grade 6 - Mrs Solomons    Grade 7 - Mr Johnstone 

 

 

 



Our Son: 

Grade R - Ms Shaw (maiden surname)  Grade 1 - Mrs Walters 

Grade 2 - Mrs Barnard    Grade 3 - Mrs Eksteen 

Grade 4 - Ms van Oordt    Grade 5 - Ms Jansen van Veuren 

Grade 6 - Mrs Mohamed    Grade 7 - Mrs Solomons (assistant Ms Birch) 

 

Not forgetting Mrs Austen and Mr Wagner who have been in a very supportive role with both kids during 

their later parts of primary schooling. 

 

Last but not least, what can I say about Mandla (aka Andile). He treats GSPS as his own personal school / 

business and makes it a point to interact / learn with every family & their kids and just knowing Mandla is 

around makes those stressful/worrying days more manageable. A true super star and ambassador for 

GSPS. 

 

Once again I would like to say a HUGE THANK YOU to all who have contributed to our Family’s Journey 

with GSPS in any way and we do wish all everything of the best in their future endeavours. 

 

Mr Nefdt, keep on doing what you are doing, THANK YOU. 

 

May the Almighty Bless the Staff and GSPS abundantly. 

 

LOVE X-Family 

 

 

 

Yours sincerely  

 
VALENTINE NEFDT 

PRINCIPAL 


