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Dear Parents 
 
 
Safety at School 
The safety of our pupils and staff is of utmost importance to all of us at Groote Schuur Primary School 
and the recent incidents at schools in Cape Town also highlight this for us.  We continue to look at ways 
how we can improve our security at school.  We are currently busy with a safety audit that looks at 
health, safety and security aspects.  Upon completion of the process we will have a clear idea of areas 
that need attention.   
As parents you also play an integral part in assisting us with safety of your children at school.  Please 
report to the office when entering and leaving the school building.  An area of major concern for me is 
the number of pupils that are not collected timeously after school as there are some pupils only collected 
at 17:00 in the afternoon.  These pupils are not registered at aftercare and are left unsupervised outside 
of a secure area at school.  Another reminder to please collect your children from school within 30 
minutes of their school day or extra murals ending.  I would like to thank those families who adhere to 
the rules and regulations we have put in place and appeal to all other families to do so too. 
 
 
Youth day 16 June and School Holiday 17 June 
Thursday 16 June is a public holiday, Youth Day.  The WCED also allocated 17 June as a school holiday.   
School will be closed on 16 and 17 June for a long weekend. 
 
 
End of term arrangements 

 The second term ends on Friday, 24 June at approximately 11:00.  Free civvies on this day. 

 The new term starts on Tuesday, 19 July and extra murals only start the following Monday. 

 Reports should be returned on the first day of next term.  Please discuss the report with your 
child and set achievable goals for the rest of the year.  Please be positive! (Grade 6 & 7 parents – 
remember to make copies for high school applications).  
 

 
Parent meetings 
Your child’s class teacher will make contact with you for a meeting.  These meetings will take place next 
week or the first week of the new term.  If you are not contacted by your child’s teacher for a meeting 
and would like to meet with them, please send them an email to arrange this.  
 
 
Traffic at school 
Please be considerate when you drop off your child at school or collecting them in the afternoons.  I am 
told that certain parents are parking inconsiderately and in doing so are obstructing the traffic flow, 
particularly at the boom exit next to the tennis courts. 
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Valuables at school 
Please ensure that your children do not bring valuable items to school as we cannot take responsibility 
for them.  Electronic devices (cell phones and tablets), toys and valuable books should be kept at home. 
 
 
Arriving late for school 
Every day I notice that up to twenty children arrive late for school!  Please consider that each time your 
child arrives late for school it is an inconvenience for the admin staff, teachers who have already started 
lessons, and fellow pupils who get disrupted.  I have noticed too that some pupils are extremely upset at 
being late for school.  I am very concerned about the pupil who has to deal with being met by the 
principal and being told that it is unacceptable to arrive late for school.  
 
 
Sport 
We encourage Groote Schuur learners to stay active, keep playing sport and stay fit in this sport break.  
Our Term 3 Sport Program will resume Monday, 25 July. 
 
Please Note:  We will be making a few changes to the sport program for the new term.  (Timetable will 
be sent next term) 
Apologies for having to change the schedule once again, but we have noticed that the way we have been 
doing things were not always practical and it came with challenges.  
The following changes will be implemented: 

 We will revert from two practice sessions and a match day, to one practice session and a match 
day per week. 

 We will no longer be offering hockey to our boys.  The numbers are not enough to make teams to 
play matches. 

 Hockey girls will only have 3 teams participating in the league, U/9, U/11 (Gr 4&5) and U/13 (Gr 
6&7) 

 Chess will only be on a Tuesday and will be split into two classes. (Foundation Phase/Gr 4-7) 

 All mini sport will now have one practice day and one internal match day per week.  

 Science Club has moved from Wednesday to Monday.  

 Cross Country moved from Thursday to Monday.  

 We encourage girls to take part in Netball and Hockey.  We have amended the timetable to allow 
for this to be possible. 

 
 
Pyjama Day 
In celebration of the end of term, we will be hosting a Pyjama and Movie day at school on Thursday 23 
June.  Learners must come to school dressed in their favourite, appropriate pyjamas and bring their own 
mug for hot chocolate.  Movies will take place in classrooms and normal school times apply. 
The cost is R30 which includes the pyjama day, movie, hot chocolate and popcorn.   
The cost of the pyjama day only is R10 (NO hot chocolate and popcorn included) 
Happy end of term!! 
 
 
New Gr R classrooms 
Interested parties are invited to tender on the proposed new Gr R classrooms.  Please see our school 
Facebook page on Monday for more details.  Closing date is 23 June 2022. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 



School calendar 2023 
The school calendar dates for 2023 have been released by the Education Department for those families 
who may want to plan holidays for next year. 
 

Term Opens Closes 

First 17 January (teachers) 
19 January (pupils) 

25 March 

Second 05 April  24 June 

Third 19 July 30 September 

Fourth 11 October 14 December (pupils) 
15 December (teachers) 

 
 
 
Lost property 
A reminder that all unclaimed lost property items will be cleared out at the end of term and donated.  Please 
ensure all clothing items are clearly marked.  Please return any unknown items to school. 
 
 

Yours sincerely  
 
 

 
 
VALENTINE NEFDT 
PRINCIPAL 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Please mark all your 
child’s clothing clearly 

with full names. 



 

 
 
 
 



 

 

 
 


